
��������� 	
Page 1 

CHANDLER BRANCH  

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE ARIZONA RAILWAY MUSEUM 

P.O. BOX 842 CHANDLER, ARIZONA 85244 March 2009 

Phone: (480) 821-1108 VOL. 23 ISSUE 4 

 WWW: http://www.azrymuseum.org E-Mail: azrymuseum@cox.net 
  

������������������������ ����
�

From the Editor  
by 

Mark J. Redmond  
  

Wow, I can’t believe I am in my second year 
of being the newsletter editor.  I have 
thoroughly enjoyed doing this.  It has really 
helped me to get more involved with the 
museum.  And while I do write this, it is not a 
one person show.  It is a team effort.  From my 
wife Fran and Bart Barton who proofread this 
newsletter, and all of the people who send me 
stories and information, we all make this a 
terrific newsletter to read. 

 Light rail has started service in the valley.  I 
had a chance to ride it for fun in early January.  
The train got very crowded but the ride was 
pleasant.  Made sure I sat at the very end of 
the train so I was able to watch the driver and 
see how it operates.  They definitely have to 
keep their eyes peeled.  The traffic indicators 
they use are the horizontal and vertical bar 
lights, which if you are not used to it can be 
missed.  Overall I like the light rail and hope 
they expand it soon. 
     I always welcome your input and feedback.  
I can be reached at redmus@cox.net .  Thank 
you for your continued support. 
 
 

Annual Membership Meeting  
  
 This year’s annual meeting was the opposite 
of last year.  It was sunny with temps in the low 
70’s as opposed to the cold, rainy day last 
year. 

There was a lot of fun and food. Russ Lassuy 
again was in charge of the grill with Ken 
Rhodes at his side and Dave Luca as his wing 
man. (Dave was cooking the chicken wings.)  
They did a fantastic job.  Thanks to all who 
brought side dishes and desserts. 
 This year’s train ride was on the Santa Fe 
#405, the superintendent’s business car that 
Ken Rhodes’ team has been working on.  First 
time in many years people were riding it.  
There were also cab rides in the Plymouth 
George E. Holt.  It was fun watching Syd Holt 
make a beeline to be the first rider.   
 It was great to see the many familiar and new 
faces in the crowd. 
 The business meeting followed lunch.  Tom 
Klobas gave his state of the museum report.  
Highlights will appear in other sections of the 
newsletter.  With the economy being in the 
state it is, city provided upgrades may be 
delayed.  The museum is hopeful that the 
mobile home building will be installed in time 
for the opening of the 2009 – 2010 season. 
 Elections for 3 seats on the Board of 
Director’s were held. Andy Szabo, Craig 
Shields and Ken Dickenson were re-elected.  
There were no write-in candidates. 
  

 
Union Pacific Diner #4815  

 
As reported at the business meeting the 2nd 

annual Dinner at the Diner was held in 
December.  The event resulted in a net gain of 
$1200 which will go towards the continuing 
restoration of the diner.  With this year’s 
successful event the Dinner at the Diner will 
become an annual event. 
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ATSF #405 update  
By Kenny Rhoads 

 

The museum played host to several 
distinguished guests over the holidays. First, 
"Bigfoot" Norm Orfall, a retired Santa Fe 
Trainmaster from Barstow and owner of the ex 
CN business car Tioga Pass, spent a day with 
us.  Jack and Diane Kelly from Prescott also 
spent a morning with us. Jack is retired from 
the Santa Fe engineering department and is 
one of the foremost authorities on Santa Fe's 
dinning car china, plus they have the world’s 
most complete collection of Mimbreno china.  
     The 405 has had much work completed in 
the last few weeks. The lounge has been 
trimmed out and repair to the rear door is well 
underway.  Bedroom A is also having its trim 
installed with a new window sill added. All that 
remains of work to bedroom A is the head and 
footboards.  
     The big news is that the dining room has 
been completed with the exception of 
the molding and window sills. Some of the 
work included paint removal, sanding, and 
cleaning in preparation for the new paint. All of 
the window shades have been cleaned and 
repaired as well as all of the light fixtures. 
     There is still some paint work to be done in 
bedroom B, the crew room, and the hallway 
forward of the dining room. All of these items 
will go quickly as all are in very good shape. 
Because this work can be easily done during 
the upcoming warmer months, we are planning 
to shift our attention to the outside of the car in 
preparation for exterior painting. I will keep you 
posted on this work as we make headway. 

Work on the outside of the car has begun.  
Many of the large rusted out areas have been 
cut out and new metal pieces welded in. 

 
#504 Pleasure Dome  

 
 On January 17th, Hal Whitehead held a flute 

hanging party.  What is a flute hanging party 
you ask?  Well about 15 volunteers spent 
much of the day hanging the fluting, the curvy 
stainless steel side, on the east side of the car.  

The car was power washed and now looks 
much nicer.  As soon as the scaffolding is no 
longer needed on the 580, it will be moved to 
the east side of the 504 so the dome window 
replacement can begin. 

 
ATSF 580 update  

 
Three ceiling panels on the south end of the 

car had been removed when the car was in 
MOW service many years ago. New panels 
were constructed primed, painted and 
installed. Two new vestibule lights on the south 
end of car were installed in the ceiling panels. 
Car lighting is now complete and functional. A 
new duplex outlet is being installed to complete 
basic wiring of the car. 

 A new end door is being fabricated by Ian 
Milo at his custom door company in Phoenix. 
Original 1909 blueprints of the door are being 
used. Also the door from the north end of car is 
being used as a sample and a temporary blank 
door is used in its place. 
  Sheet metal has been purchased and 
temporarily put in place on south end of car to 
keep out weather and birds.  Paint has been 
purchased to cover remaining wood portions of 
the car. 
  Finally, the interior of car has been cleaned 
and the wood has been oil treated. Near term 
goal is to have car “buttoned up” and have the 
car ready for painting before summer weather 
sets in. 

 
New cars headed our way  

 
 It was reported in the business meeting that 
the museum is in the process of getting 2 new 
cars to our ever growing collection. 
 From the Arizona Eastern we will be getting a 
copper anode car.  This is a unique piece of 
Arizona railroading. 
 From NASA we are working on getting a 
helium tank car.  The unusual tank cars have 
multiple tanks to hold helium instead of the 
typical 1 tank.  Its Arizona connection was that 
they were used to transport helium to the Titan 
missile complexes to purge the rocket fuel for 
maintenance in the silos. 
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Motive power update  
By Andy Szabo 

 
Baldwin  
  The source of the water leak has been 
found.  The water pump was the culprit.  It was 
leaking around the pump drive shaft.  Due to 
the complexity of attempting to rebuild the 
pump ourselves the board authorized Andy to 
purchase a rebuilt one. 
 
Plymouth 
 The Plymouth developed a multitude of 
electrical problems which resulted in the 
batteries not charging properly.  With the 
Plymouth needed to power the train ride for the 
Annual Meeting, George Barker took the 
generator in for repairs and it was re-installed.  
Along with one new battery and a new heavy-
duty diode isolator, the locomotive was ready-
to-run just in time. 
 
Switchmaster 9000 
 The batteries on the Switchmaster were bad 
and have been replaced.  It is now running 
fine. 
 

Grounds keeping  
 

 The bullpen is now complete.  The grading 
and the fencing projects are complete.  We 
can now start moving spare parts and 
equipment from the old bullpen at Armstrong 
Park to Tumbleweed Park.  

 
Nice web article done on the museum  

 
 Diane Ramsey was doing some web surfing 

and found this great article written in the 
Pueblo Chieftain about our museum.  The 
story really shows off what a great job we have 
done at the museum.  Also, gave Craig Shields 
a chance to mug for the camera.  Here is the 
link. 
http://www.chieftain.com/articles/2009/02/01/lif
e/local/doc498503a332bd3822665248.txt  For 
those that do not get the e-mail version you 
can find the story at http://railnews.net  Look 
under the 2/1/09 articles under “Riding the 
Rails to History.”  It’s worth reading. 

 
Do you know where Higley AZ is?  

 
The townsfolk in Higley, AZ have gathered 

together in an effort to place all items of Higley 
historical significance online and need your 
help. Higley is an unincorporated town named 
after SW Higley, Roadmaster for the Phoenix 
and Eastern Railroad in 1909. The community 
was annexed by the neighboring town, Gilbert, 
and what remains is a post office, school 
district and a thriving business community 
comprised of local independent businesses. In 
such a rapidly changing environment, Higleans 
have harnessed the web to create 
www.makehigleyhistoric.blogspot.com to 
gather the town’s history and make sure 
everyone knows what, where and why Higley is 
and what it will continue to be. Anyone with 
stories, photos, or insight regarding the history 
of this uniquely Arizonan community please 
contact Leslie LeRoux, at 
makehigleyhistoric@cox.net or 480.220.0341. 
 

Looking for help  
 
 Andy Szabo is looking to add to his team of 
locomotive mechanics.  He and George have 
done a lot to keep our motive power running 
but it’s only the 2 of them.  Andy would really 
like someone with a technical or mechanical 
background but it’s not required.  A benefit to 
working on the engines is that you may be able 
to operate the locomotives.  See Andy almost 
any Saturday morning at the museum.  You 
can contact Andy at andyszabo@cox.net 
  

Good bye to Bruce Stadwiser  
 

 This business meeting we said good bye to 
Bruce Stadwiser ARM secretary.  This was his 
last meeting as secretary.  Bruce has decided 
to relocate to San Diego.  ARM wanted to 
thank Bruce for his long time dedication and 
work at the museum.  He will be missed.  Good 
luck Bruce. 
 

Welcome New Members  
 

·  No new members this edition. 



��������� 	
Page 4 

 
# 504 before installation of the side fluting. 

 
 

 
Several museum members hang the first piece of fluting. 
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The second piece goes in. 

 

 
Andy Szabo and George Barker contemplate electrical problems on the Plymouth. 
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Russ Lassuy tends to the grill while his ‘wingman’ Dave Luca does the chicken wings. 

 

 
The first run of the day.  
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A view of the museum taken from the north end of the property. 

 

 
President Tom Klobas speaking to the members. 
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Syd Holt rides the Plymouth as Andy Szabo operates. 

 

 
The new bull pen area almost ready to be used. 
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Tom Klobas entertains museum members during one of the #405 rides. 

 

 
The dining area on the #405. 
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Bedroom A all cleaned up and looking like new.  No traces of the fire damage. 

 

 
Bedroom A facing the hallway. Craig Shields did a fabulous job on the foot and head boards. 
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The lounge of the #405. 

 

 
The lounge on the #405.  
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Ken Rhodes took this picture of the George E. Holt & #405 on one of its runs. 

 

 
The roof of the #405 now has a coat of primer on the roof. 
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P. O. Box 842 Chandler, AZ 
85244 Sat. & Sun. 12:00 – 
4:00 (480) 821-1108  

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP AND FOR THE A.R.M.  

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are 
a single $300.00 payment.  

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting 
rights. Dues are $25.00 per year.  

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: A family living in the same household, entitled to all 
museum benefits, with full voting rights for one pe rson only. Dues are $30.00 per year.  

SENIOR CITIZEN MEMBERSHIP: A person over age 62, entitled to all 
museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are $20.00 per year.  

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting 
rights. Contribution of more than $50.00 but less t han $500.00 per year.  

CORPORATE SPONSORS: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting 
rights for one person. Contribution of $500.00 or m ore per year.  

Membership renewals are due on January 1st. Make ch ecks payable to: Arizona 
Railway Museum, Inc. Mail to: Membership Chairman A rizona Railway Museum  

P.O. Box 842 
Chandler, AZ 85244  

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE A.R.M.  

Yes, I am interested and concerned with the preserv ation, restoration and exhibition of 
relics, artifacts and materials pertaining to the r ailways of Arizona and the Southwest. I 
hereby apply for membership and submit my check or money order for the amount of  

$____________________ for one year's dues. ( Please  check the appropriate item ) 

_____ Life _____ Regular _____ Family _____ Senior Citizen _____ S ustaining _____ 

Corporate Sponsor 

Name_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ _______________________ 

City______________________________________State____ _____Zip________________ 

E-Mail____________________________________________________________________ 

Family Names (as applicable for Family Membership ) _____________________________ 

Phone No.__________________ Signature of Applicant____________________________ 

Please check your particular interests and experien ce: _____ Restoration _____ 

Carpentry/Woodworking _____ Electrical/Mechanical _ ____ Painting _____ General 

Maintenance _____ Research _____ Clerical  

_____ Public Relations ____Other____________________________________________  


