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From the Editor
by
Mark J. Redmond

As | was writing this, | was taken aback when
| realized that this is the 25" season for the
Museum. It just hit me. WOW, we have been
around for 25 years.

It all started when a five local railfans wanted
to preserve Arizona’s rail history. Good fortune
brought the museum to Chandler and
presented the opportunity to include Southern
Pacific steam locomotive 2562. The locomotive
was presented to the City in 1957 and had
fallen on hard times. The small 2 acre
Armstrong Park where the 2562 was located
would become the home of the Museum.

While I have only been a member for 6 years,
| can only imagine the changes that have taken
place. | still remember Steve Whisel's story of
saving the CCT machine from the wrecking
ball in Tucson.

In the 6 years | have been here, | have seen
wonderful changes. We have moved to a
spacious 6 acre site in the Tumbleweed Park
complex, seen our rolling stock collection grow
by 40% and met some wonderful people.

Our membership continues to grow as does
the number of visitors we see. With the new
building to house the gift shop and serve as
the main entrance, we can now think about the
possibility of having a grand opening
celebration.

And while the economy has slowed our ability
to get the permanent building built, the
enthusiasm we all bring keeps our museum a
great one to visit and belong to.

| always welcome your input and feedback. |
can be reached at redmus@cox.net . Thank
you for your continued support.

25" Anniversary

The other day, | was chatting with one of the
museum’s founding members, Tim
Honetschlager, from Roy’s Train World, about
the museum. He started reminiscing about the
beginning of the museum. It was a wonderful
conversation. Tim mentioned he has some
pictures from those days and he would try to
scan them and send them to me so | can share
them with everyone.

This got me thinking. In honor of the 25"
anniversary of our museum, | would like to ask
all the members who were around the early
years of the museum to send me your stories
and pictures about that time. With the
increasing number of new members and
newsletter readers, | think it would be fun to
revisit those times.

Please send me your stories and pictures so |
can use them in the next 4 newsletter editions.
E-mail me, redmus@cox.net or regular mail to;

Arizona Railway Museum
Newsletter stories
P.O. Box 842
Chandler, AZ 85244

ATSF box car deal falls through

Tom Klobas was working with Al Richmond of
the Arizona State Railroad Museum in Williams
and learned about three all wood ATSF box
cars reportedly from the 1890-1910 era. They
were being stored in a barn outside of Topeka,
Kansas. Al was kind enough to do the
negotiating and set up the shipment details.
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The cars lacked trucks and brake equipment
but from the pictures the cars looked to be in
very good shape and would make a great
addition to both museums.

On June 6™, work was done to get trucks the
museum already had on hand relocated to the
display tracks in preparation for the box cars
arrival.

However, the following day, Tom received a

call from a very unhappy Al about the condition
of the cars. Al was in Topeka to work on
shipping the box cars and had a chance to
survey them up close.
Al discovered the cars were in worse shape
than advertised or the pictures showed. While
the roofs were fairly intact and the interiors in
pretty good shape, the exterior siding was
heavily decayed and most importantly, the
bolsters were missing. This made the car body
very unstable and not likely to survive the
necessary lifting, transport and re-lifting to get
it to us.

The bolsters are an important part of the side-
to-side stability of the car. Combined with the
removal of the tie rods which are designed to
provide longitudinal rigidity, we were dealing
with a very unstable structure. The weakened
side sheathing made it even more so. The
bolsters interface with the center plates of the
trucks. Their absence meant that the car body,
if it arrived intact, would have to be placed on
the ground not on the trucks we had prepared
for it.

Due to the large costs involved with replacing
the bolsters and the fact that more damage
could be done to the cars during transport, Al
recommended canceling the project and sadly
that is what happened.

ARM would like to send out a big thank you to
Al Richmond for working with us on this deal.
Although this deal did not work out hopefully
the 2 museums can work together on future
projects.

ARM open for the 2009-2010 season

Seetember 12™ will mark the opening of the
25" season of the Arizona Railway Museum.

This season will hopefully bring some new
events to get the word out about our museum
and make our 25" year a great one.

ATSF #405 update
By Kenny Rhoads

| would like to take this opportunity to say
thank you to the Santa Fe Railway Historical
and Modeling Society for their generous
donation towards the restoration and painting
of the 405. | would also like to send a thank
you to Mr. Fred Springer. Without his help we
would have never gotten the 405 at all.

Another person on the BIG thank you list is
Mr. Bob Schneider, owner of the 405’s sister
cars the 402 & 407. Bob was kind enough to
donate the fans from the 407.

Body work.

Most of the body work has been completed in
preparation for painting. However, there were
several places along the lower side sills where
the side sheets had been replaced that were
troublesome to say the least. After several
days of labor with no apparent headway, it was
decided to ask for help from a professional. It
is amazing how someone with body work
experience can spend only a few hours and
turn out a quality job.

Paint Color

The choice of color for the car became quite
the issue over the last few weeks. Pullman
green has had a few differences over the years
and changed with painting location. Santa Fe
had its own version of green that was applied
at their shops and also varied from shop to
shop. Working with  Springer Industrial
Coatings we came up with the color everyone
agreed looked most like what the original color
would have been.

Windows

The rear window frames were restored and
reinstalled with double pane, Solex green
glass. With the exception of the deck surface,
the rear of the car is now complete. Because
of the poor condition of the exterior window
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frames in the rest of the car, it was decided to
have new frames manufactured. Twelve
frames have been received, painted and are
ready for installation. With the exception of the
two bedroom windows, all of the glass for the
car has been purchased and delivered.

Bedroom B

Bedroom B is nearly complete. This room
was stripped of all hardware and fixtures and
cleaned, sanded, and painted. All hardware
and fixtures have also been cleaned and
polished and overhauled where needed. One
major obstacle was the removal of the window
shade hanger to replace the damaged shade.
This necessitated the removal of the upper
bunk. This was accomplished by building a
makeshift support and using a hydraulic jack to
lift the bunk enough to remove the screws that
held the shade fixture. These screws were not
reinstalled so we can now change the window
shade in the future with out removing the bunk.
Most of the fixtures have been reinstalled with
all lights working in good condition and the new
fan. We only have a few items to work on, like
mounting the head rests and installing the
window sill. I am missing one call button for the
upper bunk, but we think we have a few in
stock.

ARM #1 Plymouth
By Andy Szabo

New historical information on the
locomotive has been discovered, thanks to
Williams Distribution, current purveyor of Parts
and Service for Plymouth Locomotives.

Built in a group of 24 locomotives for the U.S.
War Department, serial numbers 4441 to 4464,
this serial number 4463 was the last member
of the group delivered in March of 1943. It is
unknown to what branch of the Armed Forces
this locomotive was allocated, or the location of
its initial assignment.

From what Andy read about US military motor
vehicle records, none of the available records
contain  manufacturer's serial numbers.
Apparently equipment was moved around from
unit to unit as the need arose, and each group

used their own numbering system, making
tracking difficult if not impossible. It is
presumed that a similar lack of records exists
for the railroad equipment, so we’ll probably
never know her exact history.

4" of July at the Museum

The city of Chandler held its annual 4™ of July
celebration at Tumbleweed Park and the
museum had front row seats. Courtesy of
Russ Lassuy, special passes for members
interested in coming down to view the show
were created and passed out. This pass
allowed holders to enter on Ryan Rd. as it was
closed for this event About 30 or so members,
family and friends showed up to enjoy the
show. Craig Shields fired the BBQ so we
could cook the burgers and brats we brought.
The lights went out at 9:25 and at 9:30 the half
hour show started.

Motive power update
By Andy Szabo

Baldwin

The water in the crankcase issue seams to
have been solved with the replacing of the
water pump. However the 8 year old batteries
are now starting to fail. Efforts are underway
to see if they can be charged to delay having
to replace them.

Plymouth

The Plymouth is running well. Other than
some overheating the Plymouth ran great
during a recent switching session.

SP2562 a historic site

Tom Klobas received a letter from William S.
Collins from the State Historic Preservation
Office. The letter formally announced that the
2-8-0 steam engine SP 2562 and tender #8365
were listed on the National Register of Historic
Places on July 17, 2009.

This brings the number if items on the
register to 2, the other being the SP steam
crane.
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This listing can also bring in extra grants and
funds to continue to restore this beautiful piece
of equipment.

New gift shop takes shape

Finally, the mobile home that has been
parked in the parking lot has been moved to its
new home right in front of the museum.

The new building will give us a much bigger
place for the gift shop, a place to display some
pieces tucked away at Armstrong Park, an
office, meeting room and real bathrooms.

Once the utilities for the building are
connected it will also serve as the main
entrance to the museum.

Other grounds news, the parking lot is taking
shape. Concrete was poured for the
handicapped parking spots. Asphalt has been
laid and the west entrance which will now be a
member’s only access to the double wide gate.

Bleeding Blue China offer

Here is your opportunity to support the
restoration of Superintendents car 405 car in a
very tangible way; by purchasing place settings
of reproduction Santa Fe china for yourself or
for the car.

We have worked with the Great Overland
Station Museum and Mr. Richard Luckin of
China Concepts to reproduce the design. This
china pattern was designed for use on the 400
series cars during their years of service on the
Santa Fe. Great Overland Station has the
license from BNSF for reproduction. Mr. Luckin
has worked with Union Pacific, CSX, airlines

and Private car owners for many years
designing and providing custom china
applications.

Our china follows the railroad prototype in the
types of pieces offered. The decoration is true
to the color and design of the original pattern
as close as possible. These pieces will be back
stamped as a reproduction. A place setting will
consist of: Dinner Plate, side plate, fruit dish,
rimmed soup, cereal bowl, cup & saucer.

We are offering you the opportunity to own a
place setting of this china or provide a place
setting for the car. A pre-production special
price of $ 175.00 per place setting is offered
for a limited time. You have the option of
purchasing place settings for your personal
use or purchasing a place setting to be used
on the car.

If you are interested mail a check or money
order to;
Arizona Railway Museum
405 Project
P.O. Box 842
Chandler, AZ 85244

Make sure to include how many place

settings you would like along with the address
you wish the china to be delivered to.

New Docent Coordinator

On top of her duties as docent and gift shop
manager, Karen Chmiel was kind enough to
take on the duties of being the Docent
Coordinator.

Karen will be in charge of scheduling the
docents who work to show our valued guests
around the museum.

We still need more volunteers to help Karen
make scheduling easier.

Only requirement is a love of trains. You do
not have to be an expert on the trains.

If you are interested in helping out you can e-
mail Karen at kgchmiel@cox.net.
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The pad for handicapped parking is done.

The modular building being readied for its new home.
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The qift shop caboose with a fresh coat of paint. Looks brand new!

The platform end of the 405.
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Bart Barton holds one of the fans donated from the 407, the 405’s sister car.

Bedroom B looking very nice.

Page 7



George Barker checking out the ‘lift’ on the trucks for the ATSF box car.

“HEAVE HO! Get the wheels on the track.
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1 truck down, 1 to go.

The parking lot is taking shape with it now being done in asphalt.
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Tom Klobas taping an introduction for the museum DVD.

A very rare artifact. The original Turquoise Room lighted sign.
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The new building in place with the inside ramp complete.

An end view of the newly painted gift shop caboose.
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P. O. Box 842 Chandler, AZ
85244 Sat. & Sun. 12:00 —
4:00 (480) 821-1108

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP AND FOR THE A.R.M.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are
a single $300.00 payment.

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting
rights. Dues are $25.00 per year.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: A family living in the same household, entitled to ~~ all

museum benefits, with full voting rights for one pe rson only. Dues are $30.00 per year.

SENIOR CITIZEN MEMBERSHIP: A person over age 62, entitled to all

museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are $20.00 per year.

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting
rights. Contribution of more than $50.00 but lesst  han $500.00 per year.

CORPORATE SPONSORS: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting

rights for one person. Contribution of $500.00 orm  ore per year.
Membership renewals are due on January 1st. Make ch  ecks payable to: Arizona

Railway Museum, Inc. Mail to: Membership Chairman A rizona Railway Museum

P.O. Box 842
Chandler, AZ 85244

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE A.R.M.

Yes, | am interested and concerned with the preserv  ation, restoration and exhibition of
relics, artifacts and materials pertaining to the r ailways of Arizona and the Southwest. |

hereby apply for membership and submit my check or money order for the amount of
$ for one year's dues. ( Please check the appropriate item )
Life Regular Family Senio r Citizen Sustaining

Corporate Sponsor

Name,

Address

City State, Zip

E-Mail

Family Names (as applicable for Family Membership )

Phone No. Signature of Applicant

Please check your particular interests and experien ce:_ Restoration___
Carpentry/Woodworking __ Electrical/Mechanical _ __ Painting ___ General
Maintenance _ Research ___ Clerical

Public Relations Other.
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