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From the Editor

by
Mark J. Redmond

This is a first for me; | actually have no space
for much of a commentary. There were so
many activities happening in the last 3 months,
| ran out of space on my 4 page allotment for
stories. | also have over 60 pictures to choose
from. With e-mail size limitations, | will send
out a supplemental newsletter with those
pictures.

One thing | must remind you of, is to get your
reservations for which car or duty you would
like to do at National Train Day on May 8",

| always welcome your input and feedback. |
can be reached at redmus@cox.net . Thank
you for your continued support.

Annual Membership Meeting

The annual membership meeting was held on
January 31, 2010.

There was fun and food for all. Once again,
Russ Lassuy and Dave Luca were at their best
as the BBQ cooks. Hats off to the good eats
they made.

Andy Szabo did his magic and got the
Plymouth running so we could all enjoy
caboose rides.

A new member and former Southern Pacific
conductor, Ken Compton, was there in his
conductor’s uniform looking great and whistled
Andy to say everyone was aboard and start
rolling.

It was great to see the faces of new members
and to see those we do not see often enough.

As a bonus, the museum was busier than
usual for a Sunday. | think for the first time, we
had more guests than members (which
included a field trip by Cub Scout pack 524).
Many of our guests were treated to not only
caboose rides but the Baldwin was open, so
with Andy’'s OK, | manned the engine and
allowed guests the chance to toot the air horn.
Judging by the smiles, I think they all had a
good time.

The meeting was pushed up to 2:30 where
Tom Klobas gave the State of the Museum
speech. And while our revenues from grants
were down, photographers, magazines and
other events are bringing in more visitors than
ever.

Following Tom’s speech, elections results
were announced. 49 ballots were turned in
and the 3 incumbents, Tom Klobas, Mike
Margrave and George Barker were all re-
elected. A new board member, Mark J.
Redmond, was also elected.

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 PM.

After the meeting, Tom and | were talking to
Roger Netz and found out he was one of the
few who operated the steam train at Legend
City. For those not familiar with Legend City, it
was Phoenix’s answer to Disney Land and was
open from 1963 to 1983. It was a good time
listening to his stories. | hope to talk more and
put something in a future newsletter.

Need for Docents

Once again, we need to ask for your help in
keeping the museum staffed. Karen Chmiel
who handles the docent schedule is in need or
more volunteers. The more docents we get,
the less we have to do it. Also with in increase
in visitors there may be a need for a third
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docent. | know on December 26th, we had
about 60+ visitors and it was difficult to keep a
watchful eye on everything and still talk to our
guests. It only takes 4 hours on a Saturday or
Sunday. If you have physical limitations, you
can be assigned to the gift shop. It's a fun,
easy way to help make our museum better. If
you are interested e-mail Karen at
kgchmiel@cox.net

25" Anniversary

| am still looking for any stories or pictures
any of you have and would like to share about
the early years of the museum.

E-mail me, redmus@cox.net or regular mail to;
Arizona Railway Museum
Newsletter stories
P.O. Box 842
Chandler, AZ 85244

Bashas Shop & Give

From now through April 10, 2010, Bashas is
doing its “Shop & Give” program.

Once again, the Arizona Railway Museum is
one of the beneficiaries of this program.

If you shop as Bashas, you can link your
“Thank You Card” to the Museums group ID
number, 23080, and Bashas will donate a
portion of your purchases to the Museum. This
is an easy way to help the Museum by just
doing your regular grocery shopping.

Crossing Signals

One of the newer displays that are being
worked on are the crossing signals the
museum has recently acquired.

One of our youngest members, Jason Short,
has been busy working on one of them. He has
the wig-wag signal base cleaned up, painted
and at its new home on the crossing at track
#4.

National Train Day 2010

Once again the museum will participate in
Amtrak’s National Train Day event on May 8",
| will be looking for volunteers to staff all of the
cars, a welcome table and those to walk
around helping where needed. We were able
to get a $1000 grant from the City of Chandler
which will help us to promote the event. While
it is still early to know all the details, we should
be thinking about what we could do different or
better for this event. | have a couple of ideas |
will present to the board and will see if | can
get more items from Amtrak.

Please do not hesitate to send in your ideas
or suggestions on ways to make 2010’s event
even better. Any ideas on how to promote the
event are welcome as well. | already got a
suggestion that we should use KJZZ, the
public radio station, to do promos.

In addition to this | will be promoting the 25"
anniversary of the museum and including the
grand opening of our new museum building.

ATSF #405 update
By Kenny Rhoads

Mr. Mike Harding of BNSF Topeka Shops has
supplied us with the wrecking kit which has
been cleaned, painted, and installed. That was
a great Christmas present!

The bathroom's privacy shade equipment for
the shower has been repaired and reinstalled.
Now | need to install the repaired shade into
the holder.

Rudy Morganfruh was over from Anaheim to
do some more electrical work (fine tuning)
aboard the car and our resident AC specialist,
Paul Mickel, has the refrigerator/freezer up and
running. All the comforts of home!

The 405 has been busy this month with
student photographers from the local college
and other December activities.

On the evening of the 11th, and 12th, the 405
played host to me as | spent the night in
bedroom A, to coincide with our annual '‘Dinner
in the Diner' event. This is our annual fund
raiser (spaghetti dinner) served aboard our UP
diner and the 504 Pleasure Dome's Turquoise
Room. With the 405's heat and water facilities
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working well, I was quite comfortable. For both
evenings, all of the passenger equipment was
open for inspection by all 120 of the guests.
Once again, all had a great time!

We took advantage of great sunshine to do
some fun photography. (Pictures included in
the picture section of the newsletter.)

Adopt-A-Car Program

With the increasing number of cars we can
display, there is an increased need to have the
cars cleaned more often. Therefore a new
program to be started is Adopt A Car. Similar
to the Adopt A Highway program, you would be
responsible for doing general clean up of the
car you adopt about once a month. It only
involves general cleaning. Vacuuming,
dusting, window cleaning is all that is being
requested. Any issue such as lights not
working or damage would be reported to the
gift shop and the information will be forwarded
to the project lead on that car. This will not
only allow us to open more of our cars but will
help to maintain them better. For more
information or to Adopt A Car, contact Jane
Barton at bartbarton@cox.net.

Dinner at the Diner

The 3" annual Dinner at the Diner was held
December 11" and 12th. Both nights for the
Diner were sold out and the 504 was sold out
on the 12", It was a wonderful dinner and the
staff looked great. The event brought in
$2677. These funds will allow the continued
restoration of the dinning car. A good friend of
Ken Rhoads, Rudy Morganfruh played the role
of bartender and looked the part wearing his
North Coast Limited uniform.

Motive power update
By Andy Szabo

Baldwin

February 20, the #10 Baldwin locomotive
again sullied the air and bespeckled the
ground at the museum. After close to eight
weeks of intense battery charging, the crew
was able to start the locomotive. Cranking and

starting went very easily, but a leaking lube oll
filter required a shut down after just a few
minutes of running. Once the leak was fixed,
the locomotive was restarted, with cranking a
little tougher the second time around. The
locomotive was run for almost two hours, with
no significant problems. The brakes were very
sluggish to release, but a little (okay a lot) of
WD-40 improved that. The crew is also happy
to report that #10 runs just fine in the rain.

Plymouth

The air compressor has been repaired with a
new exhaust valve and springs, and a new
cover gasket. The machining of the valve was
donated by Waltek Industries. The stud holding
the valve together (long a source of trouble)
has now been welded to the valve at one end,
and secured at the other end with a special
$17 two-piece locking nut. The compressor
now produces up to 110-lbs, a significant
improvement over the 70-80-lbs typical for
several years now. With the increased
pressure, the bell now goes ‘DING DING’
instead of ‘dink dink’.

Polar Express

Members from the Rock Eternal Church of
Queen Creek hosted a Polar Express event for
its members on December 4th. As mentioned
on the last newsletter, they chose the museum
rather than travel to the Grand Canyon
Railway.

The church used the 2870 coach to tell the
Polar Express Story. The Denehotso was
used as a warm place for those waiting their
turn. The Superintendents car #405 played
host for Santa Claus.

The church members did a great job of
organizing the event. They had the movie
Polar Express running between tracks 2 and 4
on a big screen TV, hot drinks and cookies for
the kids.

It was great to see so many kids in their
pajamas and a few adults too.

| would like to thank all those that volunteered
to come out in the cold and help. As it turned
out we did not need as many members as |
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thought we would but it was still great to have
all of you there.

From my observations and talks with the
organizers, the church was extremely happy
with the turn out they had and the outstanding
help we gave them. Extra special thanks goes
to Craig Shields who spent all of Friday at the
museum to allow the church to set up.

Ground Keeping

On Friday January 21, Russ Lassuy finally
got the ALL CLEAR to move into the mobile
home that will be the home for the museum
displays and the gift shop. This also means for
the first time since our move, we have real
bathrooms.

The rains that came the week of January 18™
did have an effect on the museum. Russ
Lassuy reported the entrance to our parking lot
was completely flooded for the weekend of
January 23 & 24. It was just the entrance that
was flooded. Our parking lot was usable, just
not reachable. Russ blocked off the east
entrance and created a sign to direct visitors to
the west entrance. Other than some leaks in a
couple of cars there was no other damage or
inconvenience caused by the rains. In fact the
landscaping that has been done did its job
perfectly. The retention basin filled with water
as it should and all the rock and granite
installed kept the yard from becoming a muddy
guagmire.

The 580 Car

Work has continued on the 580 which
celebrated its 100™ anniversary January 2010.
Work has progressed on the car’s roof. There
is now a gate across the south vestibule
making the car safer. Jerry McGonigle has
started to install the west outside windows that
will protect the stain glass windows

504 Dome Car

With the cooler weather work can continue at
a better pace on the dome car. The main
lounge area is all cleaned out and the furniture
is starting to be installed. Meanwhile, up in the

dome, the seating is being re-installed. The
bases for the seats have been installed and
the jigsaw puzzle that are the window frames
have started. Wouldn't you just know, when
they built the car they would grab a corner
piece of the inside window frame, no predrilled
holes, and just screw it in place. No corner
piece is alike so you have to get them all and
try each one until the holes match. That's
about 80 corner pieces to match up.

Police Explorers train at the Museum
By Ken Dickinson

On January 16th & 17", the Chandler Police
Department and the Police Explorers hosted a
tactical competition at the Arizona Railway
Museum. This was the first time the Explorers
ever did training on railroad equipment.
Competing in this event were 45 Police
Explorer teams from across the United States.
None of the teams had any prior knowledge
that training would be done at the museum,
adding to the possible realism. The competition
consisted of these teams securing four railroad
cars which held hostages, terrorists and
simulated explosives. After each event the
teams were debriefed and their performances
were evaluated by members of the Chandler
Police Department. Throughout the entire
event the Explorer Scouts exhibited a very
professional and disciplined demeanor and
were a credit to the departments they
represented.

Welcome New Members

Larry Benedict

Allan Schaefer

Ken & Gail Crompton
Ken Knierim

In Remembrance

It is with extreme sadness that | mention the
passing of a museum member.

John BelLille 11/1/2009 — A Charter
member.
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The retention basin fulls of water after all the rain in January.

Russ Lassuy working to get the new building ready to be occupied.
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Photo by Ken Rhodes. Co-worker Kenny Overton portrays a porter on the 405.

The anode car, old wood gone, primer being added and new wood decking ready to install.
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Photo by Ken Dickinson. Explorers removing a team member ‘shot’ during the exercise.

Photo by Bart Barton. Guest during the “Dinner on the Diner” event.
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The wigwag signal now on its base.

One of the lounges in the 504 taking shape.
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Russ Lassuy & Dave Luca taking a break from the grill.

Andy Szabo & Dave Luca bring guests aboard for a caboose ride.
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New member Ken Crompton complete with his conductors uniform greets guests.

Members enjoying lunch on this beautiful day.
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Photo by Ken Crompton. A look at the new gift shop.

Photo by Ken Crompton. Ken and Gail Crompton pose for a caboose picture.
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The new storage shed under construction. This will house large equipment and welders.

Photo by Bart Barton. The Turquoise Room in the 504 ready for diners at the Dinner at the Diner
event.
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Photo by Ken Rhodes. Guest Rudy Morganfruh in his North Coast Limited uniform played bartender
for the Dinner at the Diner event.

Diane Roberson shows off the new walkway to the museum.
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Steve Whisel installing the wiring for the door locks in the museum building.

Cub Scout Troop 524 line up to check out the cab in the 2562.
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P. O. Box 842 Chandler, AZ
85244 Sat. & Sun. 12:00 —
4:00 (480) 821-1108

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP AND FOR THE A.R.M.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are
a single $300.00 payment.

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting
rights. Dues are $25.00 per year.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: A family living in the same household, entitled to ~~ all

museum benefits, with full voting rights for one pe rson only. Dues are $30.00 per year.

SENIOR CITIZEN MEMBERSHIP: A person over age 62, entitled to all

museum benefits, with full voting rights. Dues are $20.00 per year.

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting
rights. Contribution of more than $50.00 but lesst  han $500.00 per year.

CORPORATE SPONSORS: Entitled to all museum benefits, with full voting

rights for one person. Contribution of $500.00 orm  ore per year.
Membership renewals are due on January 1st. Make ch  ecks payable to: Arizona

Railway Museum, Inc. Mail to: Membership Chairman A rizona Railway Museum

P.O. Box 842
Chandler, AZ 85244

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE A.R.M.

Yes, | am interested and concerned with the preserv  ation, restoration and exhibition  of
relics, artifacts and materials pertaining to the r ailways of Arizona and the Southwest. |

hereby apply for membership and submit my check or money order for the amount of
$ for one year's dues. ( Please check the appropriate item )
Life Regular Family Senior Citizen Sustaining

Corporate Sponsor

Name,

Address

City State, Zip

E-Mail

Family Names (as applicable for Family Membership )

Phone No. S ignature of Applicant

Please check your particular interests and experien ce:_ Restoration___
Carpentry/Woodworking __ Electrical/Mechanical _ __ Painting ___ General
Maintenance _ Research ___ Clerical

Public Relations Other.
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